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Giovanni Rapelli wrote at your book “Cognomi di Verona e del Veronese”* (Family names of Verona and of the Veronese), from of the year 2007, about family name Cunico. He wrote that is one derivation of the Germany name “Kuno” (in Italian =  Corrado). Cunico means “Corradino” (little Corrado)”, and wrote that this family name belongs to a first and most old cimbri colonization”.

* = the book says about family names that are today in Verona and in the Veronese, some of them have origin in Verona or in the Veronese and others have origin in other places. 
CIMBRI

Cimbra is an ancient German language that is still used today in Roana (plateau of Asiago), in Giazza (in Lessínia di Verona) and in Luzerna (province of Trento). 

In the past centuries this German language was used in all of the mountains between the Adige Rivero in the East to the Brenta River in the West. Many historic documents confirm this. Even today, many places have Cimbri names (Pach, Tall, Laita, Perch, Spitz, Ekkar, Bias, Beghele…). In modern times, the meaning of the name is not well understood.

Francesco Caldogno wrote for the Doge di Veneza in the year 1598, about Vicenza mountains. In the article, he says that  all of the plateau of Asiago, also called as Altopiano dei Sette Comuni (Plateau of Seven Community),  spoke Cimbri in 1500..

The origins of this language, and of the people who spoke it in Vicenza´s mountains, Verona and in the south of province of Trento, still are debated. Conclusions drawn from research and debate present us with clear and probable data:

Legends first speak of the Cimbris being conquered by Roman general Caio Mario in 101 b.C  in the north of Italy (Campi Raudi). Remains of the Cimbri people are found throughout Vicenza and the mountains of Verona. Early Cimbris arrived from Denmark and migrated throughout Eastern Europe. Unfortunately, there are no documents, nor written witness to give historic credence to this legend.

The most reliable means to research the origins of the people is through the language of Cimbri, a Germanic language with ancient roots. It was linked to the Goti and the Longonbardi, of Germany along with other barbarian tribes that arrived in Italy after the falling of Roman Empire. There are many words and cimbri traditions that seem to relate to the languages and traditions of the Goti or other barbarians. This explanation seems likely, considering the much accepted theory of how the Longobarda language spread thru the region.

It is well documented that around 1000AD, the majority of peoples migrating from the South of Germany  to the areas south of the Alps and into the Plateau the  , came from from the south of Germany went down to the south of the Alps and also to the Plateau, were from the  bavaro-tirolese linguistic area . These were a peaceful people, looking for fertile land to mate cultivate. Frequently they were leads by Bishops, empire agents, or by religious orders, as is made clear in some historic documents. 

In the isolated territories now known as Plateau of Seven Communities, they settled on safely located, free, fertile land. They established roads and farms in the valleys and plateaus, building homes and communities. Due in part to the isolation of their new settlements, they were able to conserve the characteristics of their native language along with many of the traditions and costumes of their original homeland.

It is necesary to make statement that in that time the plateau was in a “marca” (province/region) of Verona and that was in Granducato di Baviera, this people than didn´t immigrate for exterior of the state, but for interior of the same state.
The most ancient establishments in the Seven Community Plateou were Rotzo and Enego, and this shows that the deforestation and sanitation of the territory happened slowly, and occurred from the margin of Plateou to the center. 
There are news of Rotzo from the year 800, but the first time that we can find the name of Asiago is in the year 1250.
Also, in the Plateou, as per in all North of Italy, have organize itself the Comuni (Community) in 1200. 

The Communities were:

Asiago (Sleghe), Roana (Robaan), Rotzo (Rotz), Gallio (Ghèl), Enego (Ghenebe), Foza (Vusche) and Lusiana (Lusaan).

Today among Seven Community is also Conco (Kunken) that used to be a neighborhood of Lusiana. 
From Plateau, these Germany farm workers, maybe with others that arrived directly from Germany, went down to the Posina in 1100 more or less, and from that they were called in Folgaria in 1135-1140 and after they occupied valleys of Rivers Leno, Vallarsa and Terragnolo.

In the year 1216, Friedrich Von Wangen, bishop of Trento, gave permission for some families from Lavarone to populate the Plateou of Luzerna.

In the beginning of 1200, they stablished in Valli del Pasubio (valley), in Trento, in Recoaro and Valdagno (that is called as “corridor or aisle” cimbri).
In the year 1287 Bartolomeo della Scala, bishop of Verona gave permission to Olderico da Altíssimo and to Olderico da Curia de Vicenza (Olderico is an  Italianized” Germany name), for creating from 25 to 50 new colonies in the “lessini” (mountains) in the Rovere Veronese territory.
This permission was ratified in the year 1876 for the past and for the future.

The colonization has continued for more than one century. New immigrants arrived from Germany, because that the cimbri of the 13 Communities veronesi spoke the “medium high German” of the years 1050-1350”, while the cimbri from 7 Communities spoke the “ancient high German form the years 750-1050”. This is the proof that new immigrants have arrived from Germany.
The 13 Communities were that called today as: VELO, ROVERE’, ERBEZZO, SELVA DI PROGNO, BOSCOCHIESANUOVA, BADIA CALAVENA, CERRO, S. MAURO DELLE SALINE, AZZARINO, S.BORTOLO, VAL DI PORRO, TAVERNOLE, CAMPOSILVANO. The last 5 Communities were incorporated step by step for the others 8, that were biggest.
The last immigration from Germany happened in 1480, when in Tretti, closed to the Schio city, they discovered some silver mines. In that time the most skilful workers of metals were Germany and because that the Repubblica de Venezia (Venezi Republic) called some Germany families from the region of Saxonia/Sachsen in the northeast of German for working at such mines. That mines were closed in 1528, but some of that families remained at Italy. 
With that, the cimbri have occupied all of mountains that stay between Brenta River for east, the Adige River for west and the provinces that today are that of Vicenza and Verona for south and Trento for north. 
It seems that in the wars of “Ezzelini”, the “cimbri” of Plateau supplied troops for feudatories of Germany origins located closed to Bassano Del Grappa and allied of Emperor (German) against the Italian “Communities”.
After the falling of Ezzelini, in the beginning of 1200, the plateau people jointed itself in a municipal federation. They aimed to govern they own life the most possible and to defend dispense of imposts and posts. Also they wanted keep their privilege in the economic and administration camps for the future. That privilege was much important since Plateau was hard place for agro production because that region was really cold.
From the year 1311 until 1387 the Federation of 7 Communities was under protection of Scaligeri, that were feudatories of Verona. From 1387 until 1404 they were under Visconti, that were feudatories of Milano. They checked the statute and confirmed the administrative autonomie and confirmed also tax avoiding and privilegies.
The Scaligeri liberated the 7 Communities from all submission entails with Vicenza and engaged then “to protect all ways for German” in case of war.  
The feudatories Visconti confirmed such privileges and called the inhabitants of 7 Communities as “the Germans of mountains of our Vicenza district.

In the year 1404 the Plateau and all Vicenza provinces entered at Venice (Venezia) Republic and remained like that for 393 years after, until the falling of Republic in the year 1797.
At the end of 1440 one serious event desolated the Plateau: the archduke Sigismondo, of Tirol and brother of Austria emperor, started a war against Venice Republic. He decided went into Italy and go through the 7 Communities territory to attack Venice. It was surprise for the Plateau: Roana, Camprorovere and Asiago were destroyed. Houses were burned, and also documents and texts were burned, eliminating proofs of Cimbri linguistic and cultural tradition.
Rozto got defend itself in the Martello Valley, in the contrary Gallio finished for surrender. The German invasion finished at Plateau, because the Austria emperor suspended the war, since it was damaging for the Germany commerce. After these events Venice understood the importance of strategic position of 7 Communities and organized the troops of that place. 
In the year 1508 that territory was still invaded by Austria emperor army. In that time it was directed by emperor Maximiliano I once more making war against Venice. The reason in that time is that Venice did not give transit permission for emperor by Veneto region (under Venice Republic) for the purpose to receive the crown of emperor from the Pope Giulio II.
The emperor went down with his army by Val d`Assa Valley, they arrested defense line of Reggenza troops (of 7 Communities) with its artillery and sowed destruction and fear in the Plateau cities. It was February month and one sudden big snow-fall obligated imperial army to withdrawn to Lavarone and Caldonazzo and came back to Germany. At same time, Venice was occupied in defend itself in the Rio Adige Valley and Friulli and wasn´t able to help Plateau. The German troops were stopped only by 7 Communities troops. In the follow year Maximiliano restarted his aggression against Venice together France and Spain and Pope´s states that want to throw down Venice domain in land.
Once more the emperor was detained by 7 Communities and annexed districts and was obligated to came back to Germany. At the end of 1550 the Venice Republic decided to nominate one purveyor at the Plateau that had the duty to control Republic´s border with Trentino and to organize defense troops. The first purveyor was the count (Barth I am not sure about this expression, in Italian is Conde as Duke) Francesco Caldogno of Vicenza, that have explored all the vicentines mountains, and also have wrote one big report about the status of that time. The Plateau was figured as a human body that is sit down to the south “with the head that is Asiago village”.
Caldogno write:

Enego has a good agriculture, with houses similar with German houses, with only sloped and failed roofs, covered with straw or with “scandole”. In the center of the village there is the castle “scaligero” (of feudatories Scaligeri), with 4 towers with cesspool (Barth it means as a river around the castle to protect it) and wall made in 1330 for defense of 7 Communities. The inhabitants are 2.500 and are more agriculture workers than business men (commerce) or cattle breeding workers and they have a ferocious natural disposition. 
Forza is the most litle in the territory and also in the population (1200). The territory is much steep and the work in the land is much tiring. Sheep creation is big and has good quality (15000). 

Luisiana is the most fertile community and is located at pleasant and beautiful place, in front of the Sun, there is water, with big and abundant pasture. They have 2550 inhabitants and 30000 sheets.

Gallio has 2000 inhabitants in a beautiful position, it seems a “German borough” (Barth: or burgh) because the form of the houses. The most important economic activity is the sheep creation, with the biggest flock of sheep from the Plateau and also from the Vicenza province. Other economic activities are a lived commerce and a spread leather tanning.
Asiago is the most important and bigger village of the 7 Communities, stay in a ample valley that has many different agriculture production. With 3500 inhabitants that work in different activities: sheep creation (25000), commerce, army… Caldogno remember the big San Matteo Fair that attract many business men, also far from Asiago. 

He remembers also of the Reggenza, the government place of 7 Communities. of the Roana with its districts that has 2000 inhabitants that works mainly in the forest (wood) and a little with sheet creation and business (commerce).
Rotzo has 2500 inhabitants with its districts of San Pietro Valdastico and of Pedescala, that don’t stay at Plateau but at the Astico River valley. There are different economic activities as: agriculture, favored with its geographic location or business favored by the Valdastico road. 

The Caldogno´s report talks also of the language spoke by 7 Communities’ inhabitants that “as the others of Vicenza Mountains, among them, they speak German, many speak also Italian”. Also, that report remembers the economic tradition with dispenses and privileges. In the military level, is outstanding the 7 Communities troop´s value, and the strategic position of Plateau.

As a signal of gratitude for the loyalty of the 7 Communities at the Candia war (today is Creta), the Venice Republic gave one flag for the federation of 7 Communities that still today is placed at Asiago, in the Consiglio saloon (city council).
In the year 1631 arrived also in the Plateau the pest, that one wrote by writer Manzoni at the book “I promessi sposi”. The Roana city lost more than half of the inhabitants, as Asiago where is outstanding the courage of Doctor Martino Bonomo and Priest Don Giuseppe Viero in the treatment of the patients. Gallio also had much died people and as gratitude of the survivors started the sacred representations of Sacred Week that still today are renovated.
In thanks for the pest leaving, Asiago build one “Oratorio” in the place of “Lazzaretto” where were put into the earth (in tombs) the “appestati” (people sick with pest), and still today at the day before the “Ascensione” party they go in procession and they stop at that point for the celebration. That is the Big Rogazione, one walking in turn of the district. In the year 1602 Padova bishop (Plateau always was into Padova diocese) Marco Cornaro published the catechesis into the cimbre language for the Seven Communities people. “Because they speak German and because wimen, kids and many men still doesn’t speak Italian”.
Together Christian dourine, the catechesis had also many songs and prayers in the antique language of Seven Communities. Most of them arrived from Germany, as the song “Grùssle”, the song for Easter and other songs and prayers documented in the pastoral visiting from the Padova Bishop in Asiago in 1500.

In the catechesis doesn´t miss references of the ground histories, as that for the persons who adore “sorcerers and sorceresses and has devil as God”.

In the year 1605 the commitment (Rovetana Sentence) between Trento Bishop and Venice Republic finished the centuries of litigations at the Plateau: the Vezzena territory was take away of the Rotzo municipality and was included at Levico. And one portion of the Marcesina valley was cut out of the Enego municipality and included at Grigno in Valsugana.

In the year 1642 the Vicenza Captain received the mission from Venice Republic to reunite documentation and traditions of that time for creating the Federation of Seven Communities statute. The idea was solving the continue disputes that make disunion of Seven Communities among them and also at its interior.
The Bragadina law, with its 25 articles, remembered and defined the norms and rules for the convocation of the “families’ boss meetings” (do italiano vicinie). The main purposes were: for the public posts election for the Reggenza Government, for the conflicts solution and for defense of dispenses and privileges. 

With the finality of to fill protected itself of the privileges and dispenses, the Seven Communities more time looked for Doge (Government boss) of Venice asking requests and petitions. From that is possible to understand the economic conditions of Seven Communities. It was clear that was hard to create ovine and long and tormented transhumances at the valley, with the hard work in the forest, trading among bad rotes and the increasing of population to 24000 inhabitants in the year 1600.   
In the year 1709 the Denmark King was in a visiting for Italy and was in Venice when he was informed that in the Seven Communities people spoke a North language. He went to Asiago and he was received happily in the cimbri language: “Es leven unser konig!” (Long life our King!).

In the XVIII century the economic conditions were getting worse in the Plateau, by the increasing of inhabitants, by the not enough traditionally resources, by the beginning of the changing for the modern economy and also for the missing of the antiques privileges and dispenses.

In 1765 was annulated for the first time the right of “Pensionático” (to pasture sheep in the Veneto valley in the winter). The transhumances of the ovine continued for the following centuries, among ferocious conflicts and with the continuing reduction of the flock of sheep. Also increase more and more the emigration from the Plateau villages to valley regions and cities. Sometimes also for other places of the Plateau, as Cansiglio, that was places in the plateau between Treviso and Belluno, where some families from Roana found forest to work and possibilities to run the life. 

In the year 1781 the historic researcher of Seven Communities, Agostino Dal Pozzo, discovered closed to the Castelletto di Rotzo district residues of ancient pre-historic village (the Bostel). He studied the many aspects of the history and culture of Seven Communities, as the problem of cimbri language. He documented different writes and the economic problem, at this second he went into with some proposes as that one of incentive the cultivate potatoes.  
In the 1783 had the beatification of beneditina sister of charity, Giovqanna Maria Bonomo, that was born in Asiago and lived at Bassano in 1600.

With the falling of Venice Republic, also the Plateau was transfer to France domain, that recognized the “Reggenza” with the new name of “Municipalitá” and also the possibility to have troops for defending the confines. The Reggenza was abolished in 1815, when the Plateau was transferred to Austria.
Between the end of 1700 and the beginning of 1800 some families of Roana (about 50 families) moved to Cansiglio Plateau, in the province of Treviso, and were to the forest where founded one cimbri community (“Comunidade dos cimbri del Cansiglio”).
The life was always hard in the Seven Communities Plateau, even after the arriving of potato from America and other foods improved their life conditions. Even down many was obligated to emigrate, mainly to Westfalia, German region where went to work in the mines.

Some voluntaries of Asiago and Gallio went, in 1859, in the second independency Italy war and some of them went with Garibaldi (warrior) in the “Mille” (thousand) expedition. 

In the 1866 the Plateau with all Veneto was part of Italy Rein, but the life condition got still worse and many inhabitants was obligated to emigrate to America, mainly Brazil.

The emigration continued until the first 10 years of 1900s.  In 1909 left from Asiago 558 emigrants. 
The Big War (1915-1918) was terrible in the Plateau, Asiago was destroyed and nothing was the same after the war. The Plateau was place of some of the most cruel battles and the Cimbri of Seven Communities were dislodged of the Padana valley (River Po valley), where were obligated to speak Italian among them and also with the children, because token the risk to be confounded with the enemy or be considered friends of the Austrians. Many cimbri never returned for Seven Communities Plateau. 
In the period between wars (1918-1940) the Plateau was inside fascist dictatorship, as all Italy. And in the second war operated at the Plateau the “partigiane” organizations, they were enemies of fascists and Germans and supported by allied.

In the years after the second war, many cimbri from Plateau, once more, were obligated to emigrate, especially for Canada and Australia, the emigration reduced much after 1970.
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